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Experience:  I have been fortunate enough to study in a unique laboratory where microbiological research is interconnected with geology.  My research has been concentrated on studying the diversity of microbes found in extreme environments, such as hot springs found in Yellowstone National Park and their relation to the geological formations that surround them.  This research is of interest to the space program because it assists in deriving methods of detecting evidence of ancient microbes in extraterrestrial rock.  Before my microbiological research, I studied and worked in an entomology and cell biology laboratory.  However, it was the one summer I spent at the Kennedy Space Center with the Space Life Sciences Training Program that made a firm impression upon my future goals.

Extra-Curricular Interests/ Background: Where to begin?  I grew up in a small, far suburb of Chicago.  (In the 70’s and early 80’s it had a fenced pasture for grazing bison on the road going through town).  At age of ten, I moved to a suburb closer to the city and by the time I graduated high school, I lived in Chicago while attending DePaul University.  At DePaul, it did not take long for me to discover I was a little bit different from the my fellow accounting students. I was a tad too reminiscent of 3,2,1 Contact and Mr. Wizard and a little too excited about Nova specials.  
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