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Experience.  Shortly after I entered Colgate University in 1996, I learned about astrobiology, which captured my imagination and after which I modeled much of my undergraduate education.  My primary interest is in studying the evolution of life from an interdisciplinary context.  Besides my passion for hands-on research, I also love to work with and meet new people.

Research-
· Observational determination of asteroid solar phase dependence (S. Slivan) 

· Biogeography and molecular phylogeny of a hydrothermal vent worm (D. McHugh)

· Thunderstorms in Jupiter’s atmosphere (P. Gierasch)

· “Underwater Research” Summer study at Shoals Marine Lab in the Gulf of Maine

Communication/Teaching-
· Editor, Colgate Journal of the Sciences

· Co-chair, Phi Eta Sigma Student Research Council

· Astronomy Teaching Assistant (3 yr), Physics Tutor (2 yr)

The 2000 Astrobiology Academy promises to be a truly one-of-a-kind experience; I feel very lucky to be exposed to such high-caliber research and can’t wait to work with the rest of “the Team.”  

Extra-Curricular Interests.  At Colgate University, it is almost cliché to be over-committed.  This stereotype can certainly be applied to my experience; usually I am so absorbed with my activities, I scarcely find the time to get home and relax.  I was a member of the Men’s Crew team throughout my first year, and have been involved since in a suite of intramural activities.  Backcountry hiking, ultimate frisbee, downhill skiing and football—until a recent spine surgery—have always been my favorite outlets for excess energy.  These days, (especially during central New York winters) I frequent the University gymnasium to workout and spar with the rest of Colgate’s Tae Kwon Do Club.  My principle social interests are satiated by my membership in Beta Theta Pi Fraternity, where I have served—among other capacities—as house historian. So that’s the formal listing, but my true every day pursuits lead me to the slow life and enjoying a beautiful day in the sun.  

Favorite Childhood Experience: SCUBA diving off the coast of Andros Island, in the Bahamas.  Actually, getting there was much of the adventure…I don’t know if this really qualifies as a childhood experience, but as far as I’m concerned I had a great childhood experience yesterday.

This story starts in 1995, when a group of high school students was selected to participate in a Spring Break class in marine biology.  After going through weeks of diving classes in the cold, drizzly weather of central Ohio, we boarded a bus that would take us to southern Florida.  The ride was a twenty-some hour daze of adolescent adventure: we danced, slept on the floor, and saw our first Piggly Wiggly South of the Mason-Dixon Line.  Blue waters slid beneath us as we approached our final destination via the raggedy single-prop planes of our “chartered airline”.  After we came to a halt on the grass runway, our visions of a sun-caressed resort villa disappeared, but we got one step better: for the entire week we were in tents on the beach of the Andros Island Marine Field Station.  Sunrises and sunsets were pristine, days were hot and filled with peanut butter sandwiches and diving in crystalline waters.  On the last night we had traditional “Love Vine Tea" and spent the night by the fire.  My interests in astronomy and biology were clinched by the clear night skies and amazing diversity of life in the tropics--of course, the diving wasn't bad, either.
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