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Experience:

This year, I helped build the electronics for a Reduced Gravity Flight Opportunities experiment testing the effectiveness of tactile feedback in maintaining attitude in a spatially disorienting environment. (Although circumstances prevented me from flying on the KC-135, I saw how exciting it was to be on it, and I definitely plan on flying my own experiment next year!) Last summer at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, I built a software model of the equalizer that was going to be part of the world’s fastest digital receiver, and in the process I learned quite a bit about communications and signal processing. During the spring term of my sophomore year, I designed a virtual environment and wrote data modeling/analysis programs for a virtual reality experiment at MIT’s Man Vehicle Laboratory.

Extra-Curricular Activities:

I enjoy working with people and organizing activities. This year, I serve as Co-President of the MIT section of the Society of Women Engineers—a very fun and rewarding (but time-consuming!) job. Some of my responsibilities include leading the other officers in planning events, running meetings, and interacting with company representatives. As though that doesn’t take up enough of my time, I’ve recently started rowing with the MIT Sloan Crew Club, which is also a lot of fun! When I’m not rowing, working on SWE, or doing home work, I like to hang out with friends, surf the web, and watch my favorite movies!

Leonardo Da Vinci once said, “Once you have tasted flight, you will forever walk the earth with your eyes turned skyward, for there you have been, and there you will always long to return.” My dream of flying began after one of my first airplane rides when I was five years old. Since then, my fascination with aviation has expanded to space flight. After building a model rocket in science class and hearing an astronaut speak at my middle school, I aspired to be part of the space program and become an astronaut myself. Now at MIT, I’ve been fortunate to have the opportunity to meet many astronauts and participate in a number of space-related projects. The more I learn about NASA, the more I am amazed by its technological achievements and the “can do” spirit of its people—there is no other organization that I would rather be part of!
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