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Most of my days have passed while living on a quiet farm in Kentucky.  Far from city lights, the mystery of the heavens captured my imagination on those clear, moonless nights.  As I grew, the romance of space weaved its way into my carefree childhood routine.  Many mornings found me building spacecraft from stacks of milk crates in our backyard.

Reality crept into my fantasy, however, and the age of five brought many changes to my world.  My enrollment at Hazel Green Elementary School was quickly followed by the birth of my sister.  On one snowy day that winter, my family rested at home. My mother was baking my sister's first birthday cake (which she, having no teeth, could not eat) while my father and I watched the tragic liftoff of the space shuttle Challenger. The disaster greatly affected me.  My parents retained several of my drawings from the period, notably one of angels escaping from the exploding craft.

Though the space program waned for a few years, my interest in space endured.  In second grade, my bargain purchase of the book The Universe and Planet Earth sparked a lifelong interest in cosmology and particle physics.  My enthusiasm about the quark model and galactic formation proved contagious, and my friends soon wanted science books for their birthdays.  A trip to the Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory at the age of nine reinforced my love of science and introduced me to two key people:  Dr. Leon Lederman, who had just received the 1988 Nobel Prize for Physics, and Dr. Steven Fuller, then editor-in-chief of World Book Encyclopedia.  They would provide me with invaluable guidance in the following years.

Time flew by, and each passing year seemed shorter than the last.  I now find myself in my second year at the University of Kentucky.  As I pursue a triple major in Computer Science, Mathematics, and Physics, I seek opportunities outside the classroom to extend myself in other directions - especially those that do not involve time-consuming calculations.

In the end, I'm not sure exactly how to describe myself.  My training is that of a scientist, but I adopt the perspective of an artist searching for a medium.  I believe that if one gazes deeply enough into nature, hints and shadows of a beautiful simplicity may be revealed.
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