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Experience: 

My first research experience occurred a couple of summers ago in the laboratories of the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation as a Sir Alexander Fleming Scholar. While there, I investigated an unusual mechanism of translation for a mutated La/SS-B protein. The La/SS-B protein is involved in the autoimmune disease systemic lupus erythematosus. During that summer, I was also able to visit with patients suffering from the disease, which truly enriched my research experience at OMRF.

In the spring of 2000, I was a general chemistry teaching assistant where I ran a lab session and taught a recitation section. I truly believe I learned more than the students! Currently, I am working in the laboratory of Dr. Paul Cook at the University of Oklahoma in studying the enzyme tartrate dehydrogenase. As a youngster, I attended Space Camp and Space Academy in Huntsville. Indeed, they were some of the most exciting experiences I had while growing up.

Extracurricular interests:

I am one of those people who absolutely love to do everything. I highly enjoy backpacking, camping, laughing, skiing, SCUBA diving, reading, traveling, swimming, fishing, soccer, all kinds of music, spending days in the sun and Oklahoma Sooner football. The road trip down to the Orange Bowl this year was awesome! I am also currently working on my pilot’s license and hope to have that finished up in the near future. 

At school, I have been highly involved on campus. Among other things, I serve on the Campus Activities Council Speaker’s Bureau committee where we bring in all sorts of people from Margaret Thatcher to Mikhail Gorbachev and Ben Stein to Chris Rock and Jimmy Fallon. Getting to meet with the leaders of the world as well as pop culture icons has been an amazing experience. I have also served in various leadership positions within the university and my college. During my years here, I have also been highly involved with Campus Crusade for Christ, an incredible student ministry. 
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